
Character



Character

• A Person in a story, poem, or play 
is a character

• The process of revealing the 
personality of a character in a 
story is characterization

Elements of Literature, p. 84-85, © 2005



Characterization
1. Letting us hear the character speak

2. Describing how the character looks and 
dresses

3. Letting us listen to the character’s inner 
thoughts and feelings

4. Revealing what other characters in the story 
think or say about the character

5. showing us what the character does

6. telling us directly what the character’s 
personality is like
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First 5 ways are indirect 
characterization, when 
we have to use our 
own judgment to 

decide what a 
character is like
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First 5 ways are indirect 
characterization, when 
we have to use our 
own judgment to 

decide what a 
character is like

The 6th method is 
direct characterization, 

we are told 
directly




