
Denotation: A word’s literal meaning.

Connotation: What a word suggests or 
implies through layers of connection in 
our experience and culture.

Often using the imagery of one sense will suggest 
other senses as well, and will resonate with 
ideas, qualities, and emotions that are not 
stated. Strong images tend to demand active 
verbs that make for energy in the prose or the 
poetic line.
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